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Izzeldin Abuelaish, known as "the Gaza Doctor" and author of I Shall Not Hate, is a Palestinian doctor and 
infertility expert who was born and raised in the Jabalia refugee camp in the Gaza Strip. Tragically, his three 

daughters and a niece were killed in January 2009 during the Israeli incursion into Gaza, yet this devastation did 
not harden Izzeldin's heart. Instead, he has directed his energy toward spreading the doctrine that from tragedy 

can come good; from conflict and hardship can come peace and well being in hopes that the lives lost during 
this time would be the last. Nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize in 2010 and winner of humanitarian awards 

around the world, he now lives with his family in Toronto, where he is an associate professor at the Dalla Lana 
School of Public Health at the University of Toronto.  

 
Dr. Abuelaish has founded Daughters for Life, a Canadian charity that provides young women in high school and 

university the opportunity to develop a strong voice and play a more influential role in improving the quality of life 
throughout the Middle East through their education.  

 
I Shall Not Hate  

Website: http://www.daughtersforlife.com/foundation/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com /DrAbuelaish 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Daughters-for-Life-Foundation/204229386258603 



 

 

 

Facebook: facebook.com/TEDxWaterloo 
Twitter: @TEDxWaterloo 
Web: tedxwaterloo.com 

Email: media@tedxwaterloo.com  Ideas Worth Spreading 

 

 

2012 Speaker Bio  

His story is remarkable. He is the man who walked around the world. In August 2000, Quebecois 

Jean Béliveau, 45, experiencing a mid-life crisis, chose to shut down his successful factory and leave 
a loving family to embark on an adventure of learning. It became an odyssey of over 11 years that 

would see him walk 75,000 km through five continents and 64 countries. Dedicating his walk to 
peace, Jean says, “This is not my walk but the walk of Humanity. I am only a tool for a collective 

aspiration.”  

 

Jean, born in Asbestos, Quebec, is the eldest of five children. He grew up on his parents’ farm, 
eventually going into the neon sign industry. But the Quebec ice storm of January 1998, along with a 

self-admitted mid-life crisis, caused him to rethink his life and he decided to do something different: 
to walk around the world. Rallying to the suggestion of his wife, Luce Archambault, he dedicated his 

walk to peace; the projected ten years to accomplish his goal coincided perfectly with UNESCO’s 
International Decade for the Children.  

 

It took 134 months to accomplish his goal, and he arrived back home on October 16, 2011, having 
walked 75,543 km. These days the father of two knows that promoting the cause of peace for 

children through public speaking and writing will keep him busy for at least another decade.  

 

Website: http://wwwalk.org/en.html 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ - !/WorldWideWalk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wwwalk 
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Originally from Kitchener, Shannon Blake is the founder and artistic director of The Bench Theatre Initiative, 

a gracious, hospitable, trust-risking organization designed to connect street-involved adults with 
aesthetically excellent theatre.  She is a playwright, director and community arts practitioner with a Master 

of Arts in English from the University of Toronto and has extensive experience with theatre creation and 
facilitation in a variety of community and professional settings.  Her arts practice focuses on seeking 

alternative narratives, creative third options, and artist-community interdependence. She is the writer and 
director of Transient Voices; Wonderful; Before, During and After: Stories from the Iranian Prison 

Journey and Of Boots and Birds, and the writer of Factory and The Passages of Everett Manning. She has 
also directed Michael Healey’s The Drawer Boy and been published in Geez, Geist and The Hart House 

Review.  Shannon co-operates extensively with Sanctuary, a drop-in centre for homeless and marginalized 
adults, and has also worked with Nightwood Theatre, Theatre Passe Muraille and Buddies in Bad Times 

Theatre.  

 

Website: http://thebenchtheatre.com 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/thebenchtheatre 
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A graphic novelist, Waterloo native Scott Chantler’s books have become favourites in the library world as 

well as with students. The graphic novel Two Generals, which depicts his grandfather’s experiences in 
Europe during the Second World War, was nominated for the Ontario Library Association's White Pine 

Award and was voted into the Top 40 of Canadian non-fiction books by the CBC's Canada Reads: True 
Stories. The American Library Association and the Junior Library Guild have recommended his books, 

which include Northwest Passage and the Three Thieves series, which won the Shuster Award, as the 
best comic for children. 

 

Scott is a successful commercial illustrator for Fortune 500 companies and his work has also appeared 

in The New York Daily News, The National Post, The Toronto Star, and Maclean's. 

 

Website: http://www.scottchantler.com 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/scottchantler 
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Mathew Ho, a Grade 12 student at Agincourt Collegiate Institute in Toronto, Ontario, has a thing for high 

places. Last summer he climbed to the top of Mt Kilimanjaro and then a few months later, he and his friend 
Asad Muhammad became "the teens who sent a Canadian Lego man into space and videotaped it” – just for 

fun. Mathew's passions are for hands-on projects that require him to build things from scratch, and the visual 
arts.  He is a competitive hockey and lacrosse player, and says, “I have given up on trying to find my niche, 

and rather accepted the fact that there are just so many interesting things in this world, it would be futile to 
focus on just one.”  This summer he plans on summiting Mt Elbrus, before heading off to university to study 

commerce. 
  

Website: http://www.legomaninspace.com 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/legoman_canada 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/legomaninspace 

 



 

 

 

Facebook: facebook.com/TEDxWaterloo 
Twitter: @TEDxWaterloo 
Web: tedxwaterloo.com 

Email: media@tedxwaterloo.com  Ideas Worth Spreading 

 

 

2012 Speaker Bio  

Roberta Hunt is an exhilarating jazz and blues musician – she is a piano player, a singer and currently fronts 

the band Red Hot Ramble. With her signature rootsy and blues style, one music critic wrote, "Mix big piano 
with beautiful voice. Add some attitude and a lot of charisma. With a penchant for those you-done-me-wrong 

songs and her musical roots in the jazz and spirituals of New Orleans: a picture of Roberta Hunt starts to 
emerge..." 

 

A sought-after musician in the Ontario music scene, Roberta’s personal and exuberant approach to 

performance has now mixed with the swing/Lindy dance scene resulting in sizzling energy between dancers 
and the band that electrifies the audience. Roberta’s current jazz, blues, funk collaboration Red Hot Ramble 

has been stirring up great buzz with frequent performances at landmarks like The Rex Hotel, Reservoir 
Lounge, Dovercourt House, and now The Lancaster Jazz Club in Kitchener. 

 

In addition to performing solo and with her own bands (Red Hot Ramble, Bertie and the Gents, Roberta Hunt 

Trio) in Toronto, Roberta has also participated in the French Quarter Festival in New Orleans; Davos Sounds 
Good Festival, Davos; Rapperswil Jazz Festival, Switzerland; Jazz in Mortigliano, Italy as well as local jazz 

festivals. 

 

Website: http://www.robertahunt.ca 
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Now and then you hear a story that restores your faith in the internet, both as a global sharing tool that can be 
used as a force for good and as a means by which a moment of serendipity and a good idea can bring fame 

and fortune to an individual,” said the UK Huffington Post.  

That individual is Taylor Jones. As the 22-year-old founder of the worldwide phenomenon 

www.dearphotograph.com, he is responsible for a site that has, in just six short months, become a conduit for 
the memories and emotions of millions of people.  CBS named Dear Photograph the #1 website in 2011, and 

TIME Magazine included it as their #7 pick of the top 50 websites favorites. Now Taylor has a book deal with 
HarperCollins for the first Dear Photograph book, with never-before-seen photos, to be published later this 

year. 

Taylor admits he is a “consummate idea guy” who has always been active in the digital world.  His other 

passions? Music, being Canadian and hockey. A graduate of Conestoga College’s advertising program, 
Taylor currently resides in Kitchener, Ontario. 

“Dear Photograph started off as a nice nostalgic blog with six pictures of old family snaps lined up in their 
original setting. Then it went viral.” The Guardian. 

 

Website: http://www.dearphotograph.com 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/DearPhotograph 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dearphotograph 
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Singer/songwriter Peter Katz is a remarkable recording artist who is connecting Canadian contemporary folk 

music to a new, highly appreciative international audience. Accolades are piling up for this young 
troubadour, as he was named winner of the CBC Galaxie Rising Star Award, grand prizewinner of 

Toronto's IndieWeek, and nominated as the Emerging Artist of the Year at the Canadian Folk Music Awards.    
His warm voice and poignant lyrics stay with the listener, opening hearts and minds to new ways of seeing 

the world. 

 

Peter will perform at TEDxWaterloo 2012: DIS CONNECTED in between his extensive touring of North 
America and Europe, playing songs from “First of the Last to Know”, the album that debuted  #1 on iTunes 

singer/songwriter charts and previewing his soon to be released fifth album, Still Mind Still.  Critics have 
dubbed Peter “One of our most promising songwriters of our time.” 

 

Website: http://www.peterkatz.com 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/peterkatzmusic 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/peterkatzmusic 



 

In Karen Morris' own words, she has been “a puppet, a pauper, a pirate, a poet, a pawn and a king. Mix and 

match them at your discretion to my life-phases, teenage wordsmith, lover, international lawyer, executive, 
friend, investor, mother and survivor.” 

 

Yet the woman described in her C.V. is that of a scholar, English barrister, M.A., L.L.M, Professor, Chief 

Innovation Officer of a global corporation, General Counsel, innovation architect and writer. Her broad 
experience and international background in law, management and multinational business inspire her insight 

on product, service and business model innovation. She is a frequent speaker on the topics of innovation and 
leadership at global forums and conferences around the world. 

 

She is also an adjunct professor at Fordham University in New York, teaching Innovation as part of the MBA 

program. She is on the Advisory Board of The Howe School of Business at The Stevens Institute of 
Technology and is a co-founder and director of The Global Sourcing Council, a not-for-profit committed to 

economic and sustainable best practice in the domain of global sourcing. But if you were to chat her up in an 
airport bar waiting for a delayed flight, she just may tell you that in the curious race called corporate life, she 

has “seen people get their kicks stomping on a dream, including their own… people leave themselves - their 
whole selves - outside the office door.” She will tell you that she is curious about why, and convinced there is 

a 'how' to change it. 
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Alicia Raimundo has been a mental health advocate since she was 13, after she experienced serious bouts 

of suicidal ideation as the result of her depression and anxiety. She knows she came perilously close to being 
part of Canada’s grim suicide statistics. Ten years later, she spends her days finishing her undergrad degree 

in psychology, while volunteering at half a dozen mental health-related causes. She co-founded the online 
portion of the Almond Health emotional wellbeing community website and is a member of a young adult team 

that works to translate academic mental health information into language that resonates with young people. 
She is also a facilitator of a “young survivors of suicide loss” group and takes every opportunity to speak 

publicly about mental health. Last October, she was on a panel of speakers for Canada AM’s Speak Out On 
Suicide program and contributed to MTV's Let’s Talk mental health campaign. Alicia’s goal is to make people 

more connected to mental health issues while helping to eliminate the stigma attached to it.  

 

Website: http://mindyourmind.ca  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/Asraimun 
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Never let it be said that physicists are boring. Or that they can’t dance. Krister Shalm proves they aren’t, and 

they can. He is a physicist who is using light to study the quantum world. As a postdoctoral research fellow at 

the Institute for Quantum Computing at the University of Waterloo, Krister is working to develop the 
technologies of tomorrow based on today’s breakthroughs in quantum mechanics. While his work can seem 

mind boggling, Krister has teamed up with a magician, musicians, entertainers, and dancers to make 
quantum concepts more approachable. An avid swing dancer, in his spare time Krister can be found Lindy 

Hopping to the tunes of the 20s, 30s and 40s. 

 

In 2011, Physics World named the Double Slit Experiment, by Krister and colleagues, as the top physics 
breakthrough of the year. His research has been published in top journals like Science and Nature, and he 

has been featured in the media on shows like CBC's Quirks & Quarks. He is known for his ability to explain 
complex ideas in clear, simple terms, and for his creativity in engaging the public with science. 

 

Krister Shalm is a Junior Fellow with the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research as well as a recipient of 
the National Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada Postdoctoral Fellow award. 

 

For more about Krister, visit his website: http://www.quantumpie.com 
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Sarah Williams is a pioneer of using mapping and data visualization techniques to uncover hidden and 

often surprising facts about the contemporary city.  Her work exposes social ills in desperate need of 
design solutions.  With expertise spanning the representation of digital information, mapping, ecological 

design and urban planning, her research focuses on the intersection of technology and the urban realm, 
with a particular focus on using mobile computing to help better understand urban spaces. 

  

As the director of Columbia University's Spatial Information Design Lab (SIDL), Sarah connects mapping 

and representation techniques to highlight urban issues. Her team's innovative work has been widely 
exhibited, including recent shows at the Museum of Modern Art, New York (MoMA) and the Venice 

Biennale. 

  

Before becoming Director of SIDL, Sarah was at MIT where she started the Geographic Information 
System (GIS) Laboratory, and then helped to establish MIT’s SENSEable City Laboratory.  Sarah was  a 

programmer for one of the first desktop GIS systems, IDRISI. She is also faculty at Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Architecture Planning and Preservation (GSAPP) and was recently named a “2012 

Game Changer” by Metropolis magazine.  

  

 

 




