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FindUs
The Chrysalids Theatre

137 Ontario Street North  
Kitchener, Ontario

Talk to us, follow us, like us, watch us, tweet  
about us or just see what we’re up to:

www.TEDxWaterloo.com/TEDxYouthWaterloo 
www.Twitter.com/TEDxWaterloo 
www.Facebook.com/TEDxYouth.Waterloo  
www.YouTube.com/user/TEDxTalks

TEDxWaterloo, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada  
March 27, 2013
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AboutTED
TED is an annual event where some of the world’s leading thinkers and doers are  
invited to share what they are most passionate about. “TED” stands for Technology,  
Entertainment and Design – three broad subject areas that are collectively shaping  
our future. In fact, the event is broader still, showcasing ideas that matter in any  
discipline. Attendees have called it “the ultimate brain spa” and “a four-day journey  
into the future.” The diverse audience – CEOs, scientists, creatives, philanthropists –  
is almost as extraordinary as the speakers, who have included Bill Clinton, Bill Gates,  
Jane Goodall, Frank Gehry, Paul Simon, Sir Richard Branson, Philippe Starck and Bono.
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EventDetails
In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a  
program of local, self-organized events that bring  
people together to share a TED-like experience.

At a TEDxWaterloo event, live speakers and 
performers combine to spark deep discussion  
and connection. These local, self-organized 
events are branded TEDx, where x=independently  
organized TED event.

TEDxYouth@Waterloo: March 27, 2013 
Waterloo Region, Ontario, Canada

Time: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm

Venue: The Chrysalids Theatre,  
137 Ontario Street North, Kitchener, Ontario
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 “Every day is a journey, and the journey  
itself is home.” – Matsuo Basho

Welcome to TEDxYouth@Waterloo, an independently organized 
TED event celebrating ideas worth spreading. We invite you on  
the journey of chasingHOME – a celebration of young minds and 
the thoughts leaders of tomorrow. Designed specifically for youth 
by youth, this inaugural TEDxYouth@Waterloo event showcases the 
talents, creativity and imagination of some of the most diverse and 
interesting speakers in Canada.

The word “home” has different meanings for different people.  
Home can be a physical location or a feeling. It could be the  
place where you grew up, a place where you’re longing to be or  
a place you want to move away from. Is home where the heart  
is or wherever you say it is? From embracing home to being  
without a home, TEDxYouth@Waterloo 2013 is chasingHOME.

Making the Most of TEDxYouth@Waterloo
You’re here to be inspired. 

Each speaker/performer will be on stage for no longer than 12 
minutes. During this time, we ask that you listen, observe and 
take away ideas to bring back into your community. The format 
of TEDTalks are very fast-paced with no Q&A. However, there will 
be plenty of time for discussion and networking during the breaks. 
As you listen to our speakers and watch our performers take you 
on a creative journey of chasingHOME, we invite you to sit back 
and be inspired. 

TEDx events are a great opportunity for you to meet like-minded 
individuals within your own community who are passionate about 
ideas worth spreading. Share an idea, discuss a reaction or ask a 
question. Don’t be a stranger, everyone is here to share and engage 
with one another. 

Stay Connected
The TEDxYouth@Waterloo experience doesn’t end here. Stay  
connected with us online; use social media throughout the day  
to share your experiences. 

We encourage you to connect with the people 
you meet today via:

 
 www.facebook.com/tedxyouth.waterloo

Keep up to date with the latest TEDxYouth@Waterloo news by  
visiting our page: www.TEDxWaterloo.com/TEDxYouthWaterloo 

Welcome to TEDxYouth@Waterloo 
2013:chasingHOME
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EventTeam
Lead Organizers

Renjie Butalid Co-Host and Curator
Renjie is an entrepreneur with a passion for social change. He 
loves to talk startups, ideas worth spreading and traveling the 
world. He is the co-founder of Togethr.ca, a mobile app where you 
can send real gifts to your loved ones from your phone. A global 
nomad at heart, Renjie was born in the Philippines, raised in the 
United Arab Emirates and calls Canada home. In 2012, Renjie 
was recognized as one of the Waterloo Region Record’s 40  
Under 40. Say hello to him on Twitter @renjie

Kayleigh Platz Co-Host and Curator
Kayleigh is a born-and-bred Kitchener native. Some of her loves 
include the local restaurant culture, really great shoes and the 
Waterloo Region tech scene. She can be found during the day 
working for Waterloo Region’s tech incubator, Communitech, the 
regional hub for the commercialization of innovation technologies 
supporting and building a tech cluster. At night she shares her 
love of interior design, fashion and lifestyle at styledwrite.com. 
Say hello to Kayleigh on Twitter @write_girl

Alicia Bedard Marketing and Communications Lead
Alicia is a triple threat – a marketing professional, entrepreneur 
and volunteer. She transforms the way the world learns as a Field 
Marketing Specialist at Desire2Learn, runs her own freelance  
marketing/design company (7Tenn Marketing) and volunteers  
for a number of youth-focused organizations including Junior 
Achievement. In 2012 she received a platinum award for  
excellence in Marketing and Communications by the RCO.

Angel Hammoud Education and Youth Outreach Lead
Angel is a lifelong learner and educator who combines his love  
of travel with his passion for teaching. He’s taught in places like 
Malaysia, Ecuador and Fort Nelson, BC. Angel lives in Kitchener 
and works in the Tri-Cities as the occasional teacher known  
as “Mr.H.”. Angel is a massive soccer fan and has coached his 
beloved Grand River Renegades to back-to-back city and 
regional titles.

Lucas Rowe Education and Youth Outreach
Lucas is currently program coordinator and head coach for Syd  
Vanderpool at Boxing By Syd. He is a budding social entrepreneur 
and an avid real estate enthusiast who uses his mind for social 
change and his properties to provide a stepping stone forward in  
life for community members who would otherwise be passed over.  
A true coach at heart, Lucas believes that it is the support from 
those next to you that allow you to excel past your goals, desires 
and dreams. 

Heather McNeil Audience Experience Lead
Heather is a social worker and has worked with youth in many different  
roles. She is passionate about equal opportunity and providing 
children/youth with every opportunity for success. Heather currently 
works at Stratford General Hospital and St. Mary’s Hospital where 
she works with patients of all ages. Heather is really excited to be  
a part of the TEDxYouth@Waterloo team.

Victoria Lehmann Audience Experience
Victoria works at the University of Waterloo by day, mom to three 
wee girlies by night. She loves everything that this community offers: 
passionate people, interesting opportunities and a place to set her 
roots and call HOME.

Elizabeth Wong Audience Experience
Elizabeth is passionate about learning and embracing new  
experiences. She is currently working at the University of Waterloo 
in a department focused on student development and leadership  
opportunities. She is also passionate about environmental  
sustainability and is volunteering at Sustainable Waterloo Region, 
where she is part of the Events Team. During her spare time  
Elizabeth enjoys the outdoors and spending time with her  
family and friends.

Virginia Vrentzos Stage Production Lead
Virginia is an educator, lifelong learner, world traveler and list-maker. 
Virginia graduated from York University’s Fine Arts program with  
a BFA in Theatre and from Queen’s University with a teaching  
degree (B.Ed). After attending two TEDxWaterloo events, Virginia 
decided it was time to join the fun and contribute to the amazing 
TEDxYouth@Waterloo team. She is thrilled to be working alongside 
many talented, hard-working and inspiring individuals, and is excited 
for the young people in attendance today. 

Dan Petker Tech Production
Dan is excited to be back for his second year with the TEDx 
Waterloo organization, and his first with TEDxYouth@Waterloo. 
An active member of the local theatre community, Dan has been 
working both on and offstage across the region for the last fifteen 
years. During the day, he spends his time as a Product Designer 
at Desire2Learn.

Kristin Fox Volunteer Coordinator
As a resourceful social worker, Kristin works with newcomers  
to Canada at the K-W Multicultural Centre as an Employment 
Counselor and Coordinator of Peer Support Groups. She loves 
helping people reach their full potential and generally putting 
smiles on people’s faces. She’s always on the look out for  
environmentally friendly solutions, is passionate about music, 
snapping photos, being an aunt and enjoys a good laugh.

Volunteer Organizers

High-five’s for all! Special thank you to the more  
than 50 volunteer organizers and day-of volunteers 
who helped make TEDxYouth@Waterloo possible!

Invaluable Assistance
Words cannot say enough! We are extremely grateful for the  
support from Joseph Chen and The Chrysalids Theatre. Without 
this venue, your support and knowledgeable staff, we wouldn’t  
be able to make this event happen!

We would also like to thank the Waterloo Region District School 
Board and the Futures Forum Project for their participation in 
TEDxYouth@Waterloo.

Thank You!

Education and  
Youth Outreach
Andrew Macallum
Natalie Brown-Kivell
Marisa Duncan
Andrew Bieronski
Christy Wood
Muneeb Ahmed
Madhuran Thiagarajah

Audience Experience
Bharathwaj Raghu
Jazmine Tong
Lisy Ruiz
Siddharth Subramanian
Angie Baek
Alan Kerr-Wilson
Heather Kendall 
Gloria Eid

Marketing and  
Communications
April Kingsley
Jessica Krasin
Lily Viggiano
Hala Anwar
Sam Baek

Tech Production
Joseph Chen
Brad Marshall
Alan Waugh
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FrancisBueron
Francis Bueron was born in Abilene, Texas and was raised in Toronto. His passion for 
dance began when he was 14 years old, training in the style of breakdance. His prior  
martial arts training proved to be a key component to his strong and quick style. He  
excels in hip hop and has been trained in jazz, ballet, contemporary, African and Filipino 
folk dance. His latest projects include live and video performances with Toronto recording  
artists. Francis has worked with highly respected Toronto choreographers such as  
Hollywood Jade, Leon Blackwood, Carla Catherwood and many more. Francis enjoys  
acting and has acted in a play with director Jackie English. Francis sees his love for  
performance as a way to connect with people and to encourage self-discovery. 

AllenRho
London, Ontario native Allen Rho began performing at the age of six. Trained in breakdancing  
and hip hop choreography, Allen has danced with the Western Ontario Organization of  
Filipinos (WOOF), Hip Hop Western (HHW) and the North South Collaboration (NSC). In  
2012, Allen headed to Los Angeles, California where he committed to intensive training to  
master his craft. Since returning from L.A., Allen continues to train with the best choreographers 
that Toronto has to offer including Luther Brown, Shavar “Caution” Blackwood, Mariano  
Abarca and Andrew “Pyro” Chung. Allen gives back to his community by teaching youth the  
foundations of hip hop and breakdancing, providing them with a safe environment to learn.

One of the freshest hip hop  
choreographers and rising stars  
in the Toronto dance scene.

Intensive drive and motivation, mixed  
with unique and creative style, makes  
him hard to ignore.

GuestSpeakers & Performers
Awesome People. Even More Awesome Insight. 

EventSchedule

Registration 9:30 am – 10:30 am

Session 1:  10:30 am – 11:55 am

Allen Rho and Francis Bueron 
Alicia Evans 
Maddie Cranston 
Holly Painter 
TED Video 
Andria Simone

Lunch  (65 minutes) 11:55 am – 1:00 pm

Session 2: 1:00 pm – 2:35 pm

TEDxWaterloo Livestream  
Caustan De Riggs 
Richard McLean 
Brad Golding, Tibor Kovacs  
and Teodor Nikolov from Project H.E.L.P. 
Alysha Brillinger

Break (45 minutes) 2:35 pm – 3:20 pm

Session 3: 3:20 pm – 4:25 pm 

UW Unaccompanied Minors 
Shayma Saadat 
Syd Vanderpool 
Kelly Lovell
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HollyPainter
After working various serving jobs, which forced her to bite her tongue, Holly Painter 
doesn’t hold much back anymore, especially not with a microphone in hand. A rising  
star in the poetry slam community, Holly is chasing (and catching) the attention of a far 
wider audience. Holly is Director of the London Poetry Slam and was named Grand Slam  
champion for the 2011–2012 season. She represented London at the 2012 Canadian 
Individual Poetry Slam in Vancouver and the Canadian Festival of Spoken Word in  
Saskatoon. She’s performed at Ladyfest and Nuit Blanche (London), Culture Factory  
(Chatham) and Youth in Unison (Guelph). Check out Holly’s Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/hollypainterpoetry or follow her on Twitter at @Hey_MissP

A young slam poet with something to say.

AliciaEvans
Alicia Evans is an audacious believer in our ability to transform ourselves and our  
communities. Someone once called her a ‘town crier for the highest possibility’ and  
since then she has been working to bring out the best in herself and others. She is  
passionate about life-long learning and development. Through her role as the Manager 
of Leadership Programs with the Rural Ontario Institute, she explores creative, innovative 
and collaborative leadership and change-making processes. Alicia holds a Masters  
degree in rural planning from the University of Guelph, enjoys spending time playing  
in the kitchen and hiking outdoors with her husband Mike and their dog Steve.

MaddieCranston
Nine year-old Madeline Cranston is passionate about saving the Earth’s oceans and  
uses technology to share her message. Maddie is an Ocean Warrior and an Ambassador 
for AfriOcean Conservation Alliance in Cape Town, South Africa (www.aoca.org.za).  
She raises funds and awareness through her blog, Cool Clicks to Save our Planet  
(www.coolclicksplanet.com). Through presentations and social media, Maddie shares 
key facts to help myth bust people’s fear of sharks. A strong believer in the 3Rs, Maddie 
believes that one person can make a difference and together, we can change the world 
through knowledge, kindness and collaboration.

A ‘town crier for the highest possibility’ 
that believes in our ability to transform 
ourselves and our communities.

Big ideas in a small package – this nine 
year-old Ocean and Warrior AfriOcean  
Ambassador believes one person can 
make a difference!

RichardMcLean
Richard McLean has spent years working in both the mental health field and with people 
who are homeless, at risk of becoming homeless and/or living in poverty. Richard worked 
in Toronto as a Manager at A-Way Express, a psychiatric survivor-driven community. He 
has also worked as a Rights Advisor for the Psychiatric Patients Advocate Office and as 
a Community Worker for the Welcome Home Initiative. Richard is currently employed at 
The Working Centre and at Daring Residential, a group home for people living with mental 
health issues. His unique perspective and approach to his work have helped to make him  
a well-known and respected voice with and for these populations.

An advocate for people who are  
homeless, sharing his own powerful 
story of chasing home and a sense  
of belonging.

AndriaSimone
Andria is chasing her dream of finding a home among acclaimed singers like Aretha  
Franklin, Annie Lennox, Amy Winehouse, Adele, Alicia Keys and Aaliyah. At 24 years old, 
Andria Simone is well on her way to join this “A-list”. She’s earning her stripes by writing 
and singing her heart (and soul) out on Canadian stages. The riveting and forceful Do What 
I Want showcases her bold feminist approach to life, and Shame is a classic Southern  
soul-style ballad that captures the power of Andria’s pipes to full effect. Nothing Comes 
Easy is rousing and gospel-tinged, while Change is a deeply personal song, inspired by 
those facing illness and hard times. For Andria, chasing this dream is her reality; “This  
not working out is not an option. I will just keep doing it.”

CaustanDe Riggs
Caustan is a capacity builder, entertainer and motivational speaker who believes in  
showing you how to use your talents to discover the entrepreneurship process. These 
factors have enabled him to go from doing stand-up comedy to meeting and managing  
a project for the Prime Minister of Grenada. Since graduating from the University of Waterloo 
in 2008, Caustan has completed over 200 presentations reaching over 100,000 people.  
In 2010, he was one of 40 entrepreneurs from around the world whose story was  
published in Green Careers – You Can Make Money and Save the Planet. Learn more  
about Caustan’s work by visiting his website (www.Caustan.com) or by searching 
“Caustan” to connect with him on LinkedIn and Twitter.

She’s chasing her dream of becoming  
an R&B soul singer and she’s determined 
to succeed.

A true entrepreneur at heart:  
business guru, stand-up comedian 
and motivational speaker.
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UWUnaccompanied Minors
The Unaccompanied Minors brings together 22 University of Waterloo students, from  
different academic programs and backgrounds, to strive towards one common goal:  
to perform clever arrangements of contemporary songs using only their voices! Singing 
everything from Queen to K’naan, the group is entirely student run, from coordinating their 
own gigs and concerts, to arranging and rehearsing their own music and choreography. 
Members of the group see performing with the Minors as a chance to grow musically  
and sing, while most of them study completely different subjects, including engineering,  
math, arts and sciences.

University of Waterloo’s premier mixed  
a cappella group.

ProjectH.E.L.P.
Brad Golding, Tibor Kovacs and Teodor Nikolov, three best friends from Cambridge, 
Ontario, were challenged by their civics teacher to creatively make a difference in their 
community. They created an organization called H.E.L.P. (Homelessness Everywhere 
Lacking Publicity) and created 30 care packages to hand out to people living on the 
streets in their community. Combining their talents for filmmaking and passion for activism, 
they created a 20-minute documentary to raise awareness of homelessness. They are 
currently working on a feature-length documentary with the goal of screening their film  
at the Sundance Film Festival next year, and have launched a clothing line to raise funds 
to support their efforts. Check them out on Facebook (www.facebook.com/Homelessness 
EverywhereLackingPublicity) and follow them on Twitter (@HelpHomelessCA).

AlyshaBrillinger
Alysha performs on both guitar and piano. Her playful lyrics and on-stage banter have 
garnered the attention of audiences internationally. Alysha won the 2012 Leading Edge 
Arts Award and has performed live at the Montreal Jazz Festival, the Mariposa Folk  
Festival and CBC Radio. She is currently producing her second full-length album to  
be released in April 2013 with the help of the Brilltones, her jazz band whom she currently 
shared residency with at Toronto’s premier music venue, The Reservoir Lounge. Her song 
Lifted was featured on the television show Degrassi: The Next Generation. Other songs  
have become staples on Showcase Network’s television series King. With plans to tour  
in 2013, music audiences have a lot to look forward to from this bright young performer.

Grade eleven students who want to shed 
light on issues of homelessness in their 
community using the power of film.

A critically acclaimed Tanzanian-Canadian 
singer and songwriter known for her  
eclectic mix of jazz, world and pop.

KellyLovell
Kelly is creating legacies of united communities and humanitarian achievements across 
the globe. Under her company, The Kelly Effect, she has developed an array of extremely 
fruitful nonprofit projects fostering youth engagement and leadership development. From 
fundraising to building schools in Africa, to mobilizing volunteerism projects and serving as 
a National Youth Delegate on political platforms, Kelly is committed to building pathways 
for youth to find an action plan of positivity, free from pre-conceptions. Kelly is one of 
Canada’s Top 20 Under 20, an Ontario Provincial Change the World Youth Ambassador 
and a recipient of the QEII Diamond Jubilee medal. She is currently completing dual  
Bachelor degrees with honours in Biomedical Science and Business Administration  
at Western University in London, Ontario. 

An ambitious young woman on a path to 
empower greatness in others, inspiring 
youth to change the world.

ShaymaSaadat
Shayma is a Pakistani-Afghan-Iranian published food writer and photographer. Born in Lahore, 
Pakistan, this “World Bank Baby” grew up in Pakistan, the USA, Nigeria, Kenya, Bangladesh and 
the UK. Four years ago, in her true nomadic style, Shayma moved from Rome, Italy, where she 
worked for the United Nations, to Toronto. As a Cambridge-trained economist, Shayma loves 
her job as a Senior Policy Advisor to the Ministry of Energy, but her passion lies in the world of 
food. Her award-winning blog (www.thespicespoon.com) uses evocative prose to share recipes 
from her childhood and portray the beautiful aspects of Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran. The 
Spice Spoon was selected by The Independent newspaper, UK, as one of the world’s 50 Best 
Food Websites. Shayma calls Toronto her new home – where she lives with her husband and 
six-month-old son. Shayma is currently working on her first book and will soon be seen in Toronto 
hosting supper clubs and workshops.

SydVanderpool
Champion boxer, certified coach and trainer, Syd brings more than 13 years of professional  
boxing and training experience to his community of members at the Boxing by Syd 
Vanderpool Athletic Centre. As one of five boys, all raised in the sport of boxing by their 
father, Syd has extensively trained with some of the world’s finest trainers including the 
legendary Emanuel Stewart, Goody Petronelli, John Davenport, Alrick Dougherty and 
Roberta Snider. Syd’s unique abilities, both inside and outside of the ring, serve him well 
as a motivational coach and as a highly sought-after sports trainer. Syd brings his vision 
to the trainers and members at Boxing by Syd Vanderpool, where he strives to share his  
passion with young athletes, and inspires them to achieve more than they thought possible. 

Award-winning food writer and  
photographer bringing global  
perspectives on food, culture  
and home.

Middleweight Champion inspiring  
others to achieve more than they  
thought possible.



Guest Performers

Appearing with Allen Rho and Francis Bueron
Alex Pham, JP Deapera, Saumdel Yba

Members of UW Unaccompanied Minors
Alex Gardner, James Lintag, Kristin Elton, Lauren Penn, David Linley, Sayana Izmailova, 
Laura Janzen, Phill Bailie, Minji Lee, Megan Brophy, Joel Derksen, Amzad Hosein, 
Michelle Metzger, Emma Raaflaub, Ricci Tam, Tianren Gao, Tim Petter, Laura Rychlik, 
Megan Brady, Abbey Young, Glen Davis

Appearing with Andria Simone
Anthony Brancati –Keyboards, Mark Wilson –Bass, George Nivolov –Drums, Brian Dhari 
–Sax, Tom Moffett –Trumpet, Dave Kirby – Guitar, Lydia Persaud –Background Vocals, 
Claire Doyle –Background Vocals, Demetri James – Artist-Tree Music Group, 
Greg Kavanagh – Artist-Tree Music Group
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JefferyNavarro
You Cheeky Bugger! The name Cheeky Bugger is taken from the Australian/British slang, 
referring to an affectionate term of addressing someone. Jeffrey is a Guelph-based DJ, 
regarded by local and corporate clients who want to provoke unique experiences through his 
clever musical programming. A platform developed by Navarro, www.TheCheekyBugger.com,  
continues that unexpected natural feeling established from his craft and passion for the arts. 
Having been involved with several fundraiser and community events such as the Ride to 
Conquer Cancer (Princess Margaret Hospital) and Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic High School, 
Navarro knows a thing or two about “it’s better to give than to receive.”

MeaghanKehoe
Creativity in Meaghan’s life was not created, it was born. From hours a day behind a 
table, behind a window as a child and re-creating the splash of the puddle from the day 
before, her art work being fought over between her teacher and her mom, creativity and 
art is her passion. It’s an expression of all the thoughts that spontaneously storm through 
her head. In her studies, Meaghan has combined her love for creativity, culture, travel 
and language to now be able to see all things creative from different angles, with different 
approaches, in different tones. Meaghan knows how to bring an idea to realization in a 
way that captures the requests of those she is working with, in an efficient and effective 
manner, never deserting her natural ability to bring experiences to life. 

Resident DJ spinning tracks  
to create a very fun and engaging  
atmosphere.

An experienced illustrator and graphic 
recording artist sharing the story through 
the creative and visual arts.
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OurPartners
The success of this event is due in great part to the ongoing commitment of our community  
partners. We are honoured to have returning partners and new partners who support  
TEDxWaterloo so strongly and consistently. These are the difference makers who believe in  
ideas worth spreading and supporting the TEDxWaterloo community. Thank you so much 
for your partnership in the 2013 TEDxWaterloo chasingHOME – and beyond.

Title Partners Presenting Partners

Design Partners
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™

thelimousinepeople.ca 

b re n t w o o d l i ve r y  

CCjClearline.com
Hosting & Hotspots

Event Partners

Communication Partners TEDxYouth@Waterloo PartnersAnonymous Partners

A very special thank you 
to Andrew and Lillian.

In-Kind Partners

Food Partners
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